
Clover Hill VA Infant and Nursery School 

and St Michael’s VA Junior School

End of Year Newsletter

Good byes

We say good bye and good luck 

to children who are not 

returning to our schools in 

September as they move into 

their new year groups. Many of 

our Year 6 children have already 

started at High School!

Also to a few members of staff: 

Mr Woodcock, Miss Taylor-Ball, 

Miss Cranston and Mrs Langdon 

will all be starting their teacher 

training courses. Mrs Kanayama 

will be carrying out her PhD. 

Thank you to Mrs Gotto who has 

been teaching in Nursery for two 

terms too! Mrs Burrows and Miss 

Thorpe are taking up part time 

posts at other schools. 

Good luck to everybody!

Eco Schools
We are very pleased to announce that both schools now hold 
the Green Flag – the highest award – for their eco work!

Schools are awarded the Green Flag if they meet all the tough 
criteria and can evidence activities happening in school, 
including monitoring energy use and learning about eco 
issues.

The Green Flag will be flying over Clover Hill for the first time 
and St Michael’s was awarded the flag for the second time 
after assessors visited this month.

We are also having solar panels installed to the roofs of both schools 
during the holiday.

Statutory Assessments

We are very proud of the high achievement of our children this year! All 
children have made extremely good progress and I’m sure you are as proud 
of them as we are!

Year 2 SATs 2014

L2+ L2b+ L3
Reading 95% 76% 20% 
Writing 88% 61% 2% 
Maths 95% 78% 15% 

Year 6 SATs 2014

L4+ L5+ L6
Reading 91% 51% 0%

Writing 88% 39% 1.5%
Maths 94% 58% 4%

Spelling, Punctuation
and Grammar 

(SPaG)

70% 42% 3%

5 Qualities

Thank you for voting on your top 3 
qualities you would like children to 
leave the schools with.

Staff, parents, children and 
governors have all been involved 
in our recent vision work.

These are the qualities we have 
selected:

Persevering, Successful, 
Respectful, Enterprising 
and Trustworthy.



You will be aware that we have been consulting widely and working on our 
schools’ vision and our mission statements. This is what we have come up 
with...

Vision Statement:

Clover Hill VA Infant and Nursery School and St Michael’s VA Junior School will provide our 
children with high quality education which enables them to achieve their personal best and 
sets them on the path for life long learning. Through a skills based, enterprising and 
challenging curriculum, enhanced by rich experiences and tailored support, we will provide 
a climate where children feel secure and confident to challenge themselves and a develop a 
passion for learning far beyond the school day and throughout their lives.

We will provide children with a meaningful set of personal values based in Christian 
teaching and secure skills as well as the desire to become well rounded citizens who 
continue to contribute respectfully and positively to the community.

Mission Statement

We will take the following steps to ensure that we achieve our schools’ vision:

We will develop professional, positive relationships with our pupils, always being mindful 
of the child as an individual and unique in his/her own right.

We will provide our pupils (and parents) with well considered pastoral and academic 
support and guidance when they need it.

We will carefully plan all aspects of our curriculum, including experiences and activities 
which enhance the curriculum, taking account of pupils’ interests, needs and thoughts.

Look out for the arrival of 
sculptures like this in both 
schools with the 5 qualities 
that we aim for our children 
to leave us with!



Building work planned for the 
summer holiday at St Michael’s!

As we grow in size, we are finding 
a need for more office spaces and 
group rooms. We find lunch times 
tricky as the children have to line 
up for their lunch in the 
Entrance/Reception area. We are 
also finding that our school kitchen 
is getting too small to cook for 
such large numbers of children!

So, we are having some building 
work right at the front of the school 
to improve the Reception area, 
kitchen facilities and office spaces.

There will be a little disruption 
when we return in September 
even though we are expecting the 
bulk of the building work to be 
completed. 

We will have to divert visitors away 
from the building work, through the 
sensory garden and into an 
alternative main office.

Bear with us during this tricky time!

Dates

Wed 3rd Sept – Children return to school 
(except Reception and Nursery children)

Monday 8th Sept – Some Reception children 
start school – please see individual letters or 
contact the school if unsure!

Monday 15th Sept – Reception children in full 
time

Thurs 18th Sept and 9th Oct – Talk Cafe for 
Squirrel class – 2.15pm

Thurs 25th Sept – St Barnabas RE Day at 
Clover Hill

Thurs 25th Sept – McMillan Coffee Morning St 
Michael’s

Thurs 25th Sept – Talk Cafes for Nursery 
10.45am and 12.30pm

Fri 26th Sept – St Barnabas RE Day at St 
Michael’s

Thurs 2nd and 16th Oct – Talk Cafe for Fox 
Class 2.15pm

Mon 13th and Thurs 16th October Parent 
Consultation Evenings

13th Oct – Year 3 visit to the Cathedral

14th Oct – Year 4 visit to the Cathedral

Wed 15th Oct – Staff training day – NO SCHOOL

17th Oct - Year 5 visit to the Cathedral

HALF TERM – Thursday 23rd Oct and back to 
school Monday 3rd November

Don’t forget to use Maths Whizz 
during the summer so that all that 
valuable learning is not lost over 
the holidays!

Maths Whizz!



Breakfast Club is open to both St. Michael’s Junior and Clover Hill Infant School pupils 
offering a variety of nutritional breakfast options plus lots of fun and games.

Open from 7.45am in St. Michael’s hall costing just £1.50 per session or 50p if you are
receiving Free School Meals.

Spaces are limited for Clover Hill children and offered on a first come first served 
basis so please contact the school office if you would like your child to attend or like 

more information.

Mini Bus
We are able to offer limited spaces to St. Michael’s pupils with transport to 
school, travelling on the mini bus from Clover Hill. If this is something that 
would be of interest to you please contact the school office and collect a 

consent form.

BREAKFAST 
CLUB

The Summer Fair raised over £1000!

Well done everyone!



New Play Equipment at Both Schools!

We asked the children to vote on what new additions to the playground they 
would like. At Clover Hill the children choose a ship so we are having one custom 

made over the summer holidays. We 
expect HMS Clover Hill to be ready to 
play on in September!

At St Michael’s the children voted for a trim trail and forest stack. Both 
of these are already installed and are already being well used.

Universal Free School Meals

Thank you to our parents and children at Clover Hill who have been amazing as we 
have been trialling the free school meals for all children! We are pleased to say that 
the children are keen to try new foods and when they are with their friends they eat 
far more than we would have thought!

As you probably know, we have attracted a lot of attention in the county as we are the 
only school that we know that has already started this initiative and it is going very 
well. Our daily 4 meal choice menu is a hit with the children and staff! 

We are convinced that we will start in September from a very solid place and that 
even our 60 new Reception aged children in September will soon settle into this big 
change quickly now that we have ironed out any difficulties.

We are welcoming a new school cook, Tina, and feel sure that she is able to maintain 
the high standard we are used to with our departing cook, Louise.



Do you claim benefits?

One of the problems caused by the Government giving all children free school 
dinners is that some people think they don’t need to let the school know if they claim 
benefits. This means that the school loses out on vital funds to support your child.

If you claim certain benefits, please let the school know as it could mean that your 
child is entitled to other paid activities, trips or support.

Please return the form if you haven’t done so as yet.

Bus Passes

We are very pleased with how many people are now able to 
take advantage of our school bus passes and feel sure that 
this is helping to reduce traffic as our schools get bigger. If 
you would like a bus pass for the orange line buses, please let 

the school offices know asap!.

Thank you for all your support this year. We hope you have a lovely summer and 
look forward to seeing you again in September!

The 2014 Summer Reading Challenge starts at the local libraries on Thursday 
24th July. Visit the library or the mobile van to get your free registration pack. 
The children have to read 6 books (or be read to or listen to story CDs) to 
qualify for the award.

Not only this, if your child completes this challenge they will be put into the 
GOLD BOOK on return to school!


