
Curriculum News 

St Michael’s VA Junior School 

Mrs Lewis, Mrs Hardy, Mr Averill and all the team have enjoyed our first half term. The children have found out 
more about ‘Growth Mindset’ which has helped many of them to have a more  attitude and put extra effort into their 
work, allowing them to make more progress.   

Games and PE 
 

PE is on Fridays. Year 5 have taken part in some fun dance sessions this half term. Our coach has also 
taken classes for invasion games. Next half term we will be doing outdoor adventure activities such as 
orienteering and team building. The coach will continue to work with a different year 5 class each week. 
Please send a note in with your child, if they are unable to take part.  

 
Next half term’s topics 

 
Science- living things, habitats and  life cycles.  
RE - Christianity—We will find out what Jesus means to Christians and will invite Reverend Elvin in to talk to 
the children.   
DT – We learn about seasonality, and find out when and how a variety of ingredients are grown, reared, caught 
and processed.  
ICT– Coding 
PHSE will continue to cover relationships and feelings. 
French-body parts and animals 

Year 5 

Numeracy: 
 
All children in year five have been assessed this week  
so that the teachers can see how much progress they are 
making and what we need to teach next half term. 
We continue to  follow  the Assertive Mentoring  
programme, which is helping children develop confidence 
and understanding in  mathematics.  
 
Children have one session of  Maths Whizz per week and 
should go on it at home for half an hour if possible. If  
children complete one hour or more per week they will 
make quicker progress  in maths. Homework club is  
available at lunchtimes on Wednesday, Thursday and  
Friday in the library. 

English:  
 

The children have taken part in performance  
poetry and learning alternative fairy tales. 
They have been writing from a character's 
point of view. After half term we will be  
focusing on report writing. We continue to 
teach grammar and punctuation and  the  
children are improving in this. 

  

Homework Project  
 

We are looking forward to seeing the  
children’s geography projects on Monday 
related to Europe. Some of the children 
have already brought them in.  
 

 

Spellings 
 

In class teachers are encouraging the children to spend time 
and effort learning 5, 10 or 15 of their spellings, because  
often these spellings are challenging. When they become 
more confident the children can ask to learn more. We are 
teaching them to break up words to help them to spell them 
accurately. To celebrate their success, if the children get all 
their spellings correct four weeks in a row, they can go in 
the GOLD BOOK! 


