
Thursday 7th September 2017
Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope you and your children all had a lovely summer break. Now back to school and we are 
once again into the full swing of things!

The start of term is always very exciting: full of new challenges and new opportunities and I am 
sure that your children have already come home buzzing with news and stories! It has been 
good to see the children again after the break and to welcome the new year 3s. I have been a 
headteacher for nearly 14 years but still feel excited on coming back to school after the 
summer break!

We are very pleased with our new classroom block and the year 6 children are enjoying their 
new space. It was good to be rid of the old mobiles which limped their way to the end of term. 
The school is looking beautiful – new decoration, carpeting and art work all helping to provide 
the children with a fantastic learning environment.

We have appointed some new staff too: Mrs Jarvis is teaching in year 3, Miss Howett in year 4 
and Miss Killett in year 5. Miss Belbin is a new TA in year 4 and Miss Suter and Miss 
Bollingbrooke new TAs in year 6. Mr Stapleton joins us as the Pastoral Worker in year 4. To 
support the leadership in the school, Mr Bennison and Mrs Lewis are now Assistant 
Headteachers. As I have been asked to support Dereham Junior Academy for a while it is right 
for St Michael’s to have more senior leaders who can help lead the school. I will still be in St 
Michael’s every day and always available for an appointment. However, you may find it quicker 
and easier to speak with Mrs Claflin, Deputy Headteacher or Mr Bennison and Mrs Lewis, 
Assistant Headteachers.

The staff had 2 days of training before the children returned to school. On these days some 
staff carried out training on the teaching of phonics led by a ReadWrite Inc trainer, some staff 
completed first aid training and senior staff took part in leadership training led by a lead Ofsted 
inspector. Staff also worked hard on getting the school and classrooms ready for the children’s 
return.

I am really pleased to say that the SATs results in July were all well above the National 
Expectation. I know that the year 6 children worked extremely hard with the support and good 
teaching from staff and want to praise the hard work of all involved. 

We continuously seek to improve what we do and refine our practices. Good schools will 
always recognise there are things that can be done even better. We want our community to 
support what we do and understand why so over the next few weeks further information will 
come your way which will help you to understand our priorities. 
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As parents and school we work together to ensure that your child has a positive experience at 
school and achieves their full potential. Please help us by promoting the need to work hard, be 
ready for school and lessons and come prepared with reading done, some time spent on Maths 
Whizz weekly, spellings and times tables learned. More curriculum and year group information 
will be sent home this week.

We keep our website up to date so always check there if you need information.

Thank you for your support for the school and your children’s learning.

Kindest regards

Mrs Helen McCarney
Headteacher


