
Curriculum News - Spring Term 1st Half 

St Michael’s VA Junior School 
Happy New Year! We are looking forward to continuing to help children reach their full potential, encouraging 
them to become more independent, to show initiative and to put effort into their learning to help them progress. 
We are also committed to helping those children who need more support than others to feel settled and happy at 
school.  
 
 

Games and PE 
Year 5 have Games or PE on Wednesday afternoons. 
Please make sure that your child has a light blue t-shirt, 
navy blue shorts and trainers. During the cold weather 
please ensure that they also have jogging  bottoms and a 
warm top. Earrings must be removed or taped and long 
hair needs to be tied up. 
 

Subjects:                             
Science - Materials and their properties 
Primary Languages - French 
RSHE - Healthy Me 
RE - What Jesus means to Christians? 
PE - Invasion Games: netball and    hockey. Gymnastics 
in the hall. 
 

Keeping in Touch: If you have had a change of address or telephone number, please would you inform the 

office of this so that the school can get in touch.  It is also useful as important information is often sent out 

as text messages. There is more information on the school website. 

Year 5 

Maths: 
  
All groups have regular assessments and we use  these to help us 
find, then fill the gaps in their learning. The children are              
encouraged to push themselves and try the medium and high risk 
work when possible. 
 
Arithmetic is taught weekly and problem solving runs through all 
lessons. There is a greater focus on the understanding of fractions 
whilst continuing to cover the four main number operations.  
 
To help the children to recall their multiplication facts quickly, they 
will continue to take part in ‘Challenge 99’ and try to beat their 
previous scores or times. Certificates will be given out for         
completion of a challenge. 
 

English:  
 
We will continue to become  
confident writers and to extend 
our vocabulary through learning 
and performing the Anglo-
Saxon poem Beowulf and writing a report about 
dragons!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We continue to develop the children’s  
understanding of texts through carefully planned 
questioning during guided reading (Reading 
Masters) and through our whole class readers. 

Homework:   
 
English homework involves reading and spellings. If 
your child is a fluent reader, please focus on       
discussing the meaning of the text, the characters 
and the language. A spelling list for the term will 
accompany this newsletter. 
 
Children will be given weekly maths homework for 
the half term. This will be in the form of two      
worksheets to be completed each week. 
 
The project for this half term will be focused on our     
Science topic of ‘Materials and their properties’ and 
or RSHE topic of ‘Healthy Me’. Please look out for a 
letter detailing learning pathways the children could 
follow. 

 



Spring Term Spelling List

Words ending in –ent and 
words with double letters

Tested 17/1/20

Words ending in -ence and 
tricky words

Tested 31/1/20

Government Spellings

Tested Friday 14/2/20

innocent

obediently

dependent

frequently

absent

different

patiently

efficient

confidently

urgent

embarrass

excellent

exaggerate

especially

interrupt

difference

confidence

absence

silence

magnificence

violence

independence

intelligence

competence

evidence

awkward

persuade

familiar

determined

develop

communicate

competition

conscience

conscious

dictionary

equipped

curiosity

definite

harass

foreign

Words with the ee sound 
spelt ei and words that are 
easily confused

Tested on 6/3/20

Words ending in –ant and    
-ance and double letters

Tested on 20/3/20

Government Spellings

Tested on Wednesday
1/4/20

either

perceive

protein

deceive 

seize

receipt

conceit

neither

ceiling

receive

accept

except

advise

advice

practise

reliance

instant

substance

hesitant

distance

tolerant

relevance

defiant

elegance

assistant

suggest

recommend

immediately

marvellous

necessary

controversy

convenience

correspond

criticise

desperate

determined

disastrous

embarrass

environment

equipment


