
 

 
                                                

                                                    

                  

 
                                                   

 

Friday 9th October 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

The weeks are flying by here in school! It feels like autumn has 

really set in too, with all that lovely sunshine seeming like a 

distant memory to be replaced by lots of rain!  

 

Our windows and doors are open! 

 

Having our windows and doors open, as per government guidance to improve ventilation, was 

great when the weather was warm. However, there is a chill in the air now and as we head to 

winter, it will get colder. So, make sure your child is wearing warm clothing, perhaps a vest too, so 

that we can keep the air flowing in classrooms to lower the risk of coronavirus. 

 

We will continue to have PE and other activities outside as much as we can, so wearing warm 

clothes is important.  

 

School dinners 

 

The children loved having a special dinner last week so we will do this each 

Friday from now on and add other days as soon as we can. Order your child’s 

lunch in the usual way, through Parent Pay. For the time being lunch is still 

being eaten in the classroom. 

 

Ormiston Victory consultation to remove St Michael’s, Bowthorpe from their admissions 

 

Many parents have spoken to me regarding their worries about OVA removing St Michael’s from 

the stated list of feeder primary schools in favour of Easton Primary and Queen’s Hill Primary. 

Parents of Bowthorpe children should be concerned about this whether you have a child at the 

junior school or not as this move would seriously disadvantage Bowthorpe children who could be 

forced to travel up to 4 times further to attend a city school like The Hewett or CNS.  

 

OVA is a short walking distance from most parts of Bowthorpe. However, being removed from this 

list would mean that our children would have to apply to other city schools which may not have 

the capacity to take all our children. You could end up not getting your first, second or even third 

choice school, and have a long bus journey with a change of buses too. 
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It is important that everybody has their say and the opportunity to be heard. We urge you to write 

and express your views during this consultation, whether you are for or against this consultation. 

You can be assured that the federation and Governing Board will be contributing too. The 

consultation period ends on 12th November. Send your views to the PA at the school. More details 

are on the OVA website. 

 

Into Opera Music Project 

 

We are absolutely delighted that St Michael’s has been selected to work with 

Into Opera for the next two years! This is a fantastic opportunity for our 

children and will give them a whole range of music, art and cultural 

experiences that they will remember all their lives. 

 
In addition to this amazing project, which you will hear more about 
over the coming weeks, we will also be taking part in a major song 
project in response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
Into Opera worked with the school in July to try and find out what it was like to be a child in 
2020 and to encourage children to open up about this challenging time.  
 

They have taken the words the children shared and collaborated with 
one of the UK's finest classical and jazz composers, Will Todd, to create 
six songs about being a child in 2020. These songs will premiere on 
YouTube in December! 
 

 
Here is the link to give permission https://forms.gle/oVwwAJ6RT4QdHjhr6 

 

  
 

If your child is off the government now require you to contact the school every day, even if the 

school knows the reason. Thank you for doing this. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

HJ McCarney 
 

Mrs Helen McCarney 

Executive Headteacher 

 

 

For more information about Into Opera look at their website - https://www.into-opera.org.uk/ 
For more information about Will Todd look at his website - https://willtodd.co.uk/ 

https://forms.gle/oVwwAJ6RT4QdHjhr6



